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Planto clean
uplpollutedsoil
at

Toxic Substances Control and;
__ • the Regional .Water Quality
STAFFWPJTZa Control Board to clean up the:

contaminantsin thesoil and:
CA_IADAR.INTRIDGE-- ground water at JPL.

Federaland lstateof_iciais O_iciaisMonday nightdid:
Monday presenteda_planto nottalkaboutthegroundwater,
cleanup contaminatedSOft sa_ig NASA intendstoaddress
beneaththe Jet Propulsiontheissueseparate!y.
La_eratory. From 1994 to 1998, JPL

soil under about45of the assessed where the chemicals:
lab's 176acrescontains elevated were ,and Whatthe healthrisk
concentrations of solvents was, saidlRichard Zuromski of
knownasvolatile organiccorn-,theNavalFacilitiesEngineering_

pOLU_!Ads,,said PeterRobles of, Comnlmuland. ' l _ ' _
_ASA s ManagementOt_ce. The I h_-nan lhealth risk

There are four in particular. : assessmentl determined that:
carbon tetrachloride; trifluo- there were no risks aboveregtk
roethane,or Freon. :113;_latorythresholdsfro,m,-exlx_ure'
thrichloroethene,"_and-_1,1-tosoT orsoilvapor,Zuromski.
dichloroethene,i._,eyform a said:_rhesechemicalsarenow
vaporplume :that.'._es in more titan50 feetbelow the
de_ from50 to200 feet_under ground S_ce, sol.expos..ure..,_,
JPLs center,Roblessaid. - humans is very muchunlikely.,i

The chemicalsare the legacy l l :But, he added,the chemicals
of the 1940s_and 1950s, when maycontinueto wi_gra_througk
wastes Suchas solid-and liquid the soiland.permeatethe ground
rocket propellants were collected water, sothey want to use a tech:
in seepage pits.at JPL designed niquecal!edsoilvaporextractio_
toallowliquidwastetoseepinto tocleanthemup. ;_es__l_._theP_P_'lVO_:

At.thRttime!t,w_themost organiccompounds wouldliter_;
acceptedpractice,:"Robles told':ll:ally,be vacuumed out of the.soiI_
t_e" roughly: 30 ,people who _ ,_d t_pped-ab0_vegrountt!

:a_._ndedthe: p_blic:hearing at:: well, where the Chemicalsin the_
d'_ onthe matter. It waswith_ : vapor would'be treatedto pm
in theregulations,no B_obleinat _vent their escapeintOthealmos-
all. We found,out lair :_t:'_t! ! pher(_;.ZllrOlTiSki said.l' l, "_
wasa .m_,takeandwe:had,__!i i. JPL hasbeenusingthetech-i
rectthat, -l:_'":l"-__:;--"II:'_niqueSinCe1996_l_ofa pilot-
' The seepage: pits were program, he said.So far, so_
replaced with a sewer system vapor extraction has remov_
during. the late !_50s and early about 200 pounds of chemicals
lS60s, he said, but a 1990investi- frombelow the surfa_.

gation revealed the presence of : The plan now on the table
the volatile organic cQmpoundsi . would cost NASAa_bout$&8mil-
JPL was placed on the U.S. lion a year for as long as it is

Enviro_,_mnental: ,,. Protection needed. Monday's meeting was
Agency s Superfund National the second in a _ries of_ tO
l_iority Listin1992, getfeedbackfr0m,thepublic:i

Now the. National
Aeronautics and Space
Administmtidniswor.10ngwith
theEPA,thestateDepartmentof


